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This collection of his prose writings reveals the extent to which Thomas Merton moved from the other-
worldly devotion of his earlier work to a direct, deeply engaged, often militant concern with the critical
situation of man in the world.

Here this concern finds expression in poetic irony and in meditations intentionally dour.

In these brief, challenging pieces, Father Merton does not offer consolation or easy remedies. He looks
candidly and without illusions at the world of his time. Though he sees dark horizons, his ultimate answer is
one of Christian hope. To vary the perspective, he writes in many forms, using parable and myth, the essay
and the meditation, satire and manifesto, prose poetry and even adaptations from a medieval Arab mystic
(Ibn Abbad) to humanize and dramatic his philosophical themes.

The themes of Raids on the Unspeakable are as old as the myths of Prometheus and Atlas, and as timely as
the human evils of today. They range from the "Message" written for an international congress of poets to
the beautiful yet disturbing Christmas meditation, "The Time of the End Is the Time of No Room." And
there are essays inspired by the world of three significant contemporary writers: Flannery O'Connor, the
French novelist Julien Green, and the playwright Eugene Ionesco. A number of Father Merton's own
drawings are also included in the book—not as "illustrations," but as "signatures" or :"abstract writings,"
which stand in their own right as another personal statement.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled Raids on the Unspeakable (New Directions Paperbook) can be great book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Tonia Lee:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Raids on the Unspeakable
(New Directions Paperbook), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Gary Forsyth:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Raids on the Unspeakable (New Directions Paperbook)
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Eric Saunders:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Raids on the Unspeakable (New Directions Paperbook) provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.
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