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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,0, University of Innsbruck (Department of English Studies), course: Narrative Analysis of Literary Fiction
and Fiction Film, 4 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The depiction of virtual realities
seems to be very popular in modern film production. eXistenZ and Matrix are only two examples of films
belonging to the genre of “cyberpunk”. This genre mainly deals with human beings and their bodies and their
relationship to technology and their environment. There is a strong focus on the “anxiety over […] the
technological creation of alternative realities and consequent loss of a stable perceptual ground for
reflection” (Hotchkiss 19).

Cyberpunk started as a subgenre of science fiction dealing with the “altering of the human body through
pharmaceuticals and electronics” (Hotchkiss 19). This topic was quite poplar in the sixties and seventies
when parts of the society were very suspicious of totalitarian corporate control. Cyberpunk reached its
climax in the mid-eighties again dealing with the interfering of body and mind through “protheses, implanted
circuitry, cosmetic surgery, genetic alteration, as well as brain- computer interfaces, artificial intelligence,
[and] neurochemistry” (Hotchkiss 19).

As mentioned both eXistenZ and Matrix deal with these virtual realities and their impact on human beings,
though in different ways. In both films the characters travel to these virtual realities and back, but they have
different motives, there is a different philosophy behind these transitions. As a consequence different filming
techniques are used. In this paper I am going to analyze how these transitions between parallel realities are
depicted and which effects are created through certain techniques. Furthermore other aspects concerning
these transitions between parallel realities, such as the requirements to make such a transition possible, will
be taken into consideration.

My argumentation will be supported by certain scenes from the two films that can be found on the CD-ROM
that is attached to this paper. In the text the reference to the clips is made like this: . These scenes and also
the quotations of characters are taken from the DVDs of eXistenZ and Matrix that are listed in the
bibliography. [DVD available: csaf3248@uibk.ac.at]
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

The book The depiction of virtual realities and the transition between parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and
"Matrix" make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading a book The depiction of virtual realities and the transition between parallel realities in
"eXistenZ" and "Matrix" being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication The depiction of virtual realities and the transition between parallel
realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix". Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kevin White:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The depiction of virtual realities and the transition between
parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix" book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The depiction of virtual realities and
the transition between parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix" content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The depiction of virtual realities and the transition
between parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix" is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Trevor Cianciolo:

You can get this The depiction of virtual realities and the transition between parallel realities in "eXistenZ"
and "Matrix" by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Emilio Lutz:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The depiction of virtual realities
and the transition between parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix" to make your reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to



make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The depiction of virtual
realities and the transition between parallel realities in "eXistenZ" and "Matrix" can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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