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In all the coverage of the priestly sexual abuse scandal in the Catholic Church, one story has been left untold:
the story of the everyday lives of Catholic priests in America, which remain so little understood as to be a
secret, even as one priestly sexual predation after another has come to light.

In The Other Side of the Altar, Paul Dinter tells one priest's story--his own--in such a way as to reveal the
lives of a generation of priests that spanned two very different eras. These priests entered the ministry in the
1960s, when Catholic seminaries were full of young men inspired by both the Church's ancient faith and the
Second Vatican Council's promises of renewal. But by the early 1970s, the priesthood--and the celibate
fraternity it depended upon--proved quite different from what the Council had promised. American society
had changed, too, particularly in the area of sexuality. As a result, there emerged a clerical subculture of
denial and duplicity, which all but guaranteed that the sexual abuse of children by priests would be routinely
covered up by the Church's bishops.

Dinter, now married and raising two stepdaughters, left the priesthood in 1994 over the issue of celibacy, but
not before having occasion to reflect on the whole range of priestly struggles with celibacy and sexual life in
general--in Rome and rural England, on an Ivy League campus, and in parish rectories of the archdiocese of
New York. His candid and affecting account--written from the other side of the altar, so to speak--makes
clear that celibacy, sexuality, and power among the clergy have long been intertwined, and suggests how
much must change if the Catholic Church hopes to regain the trust of its people.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Other Side of the Altar: One Man's Life in the Catholic
Priesthood can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mae Bushee:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The Other Side of the Altar: One Man's Life in the Catholic
Priesthood this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain
it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Donald Murray:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Other Side of the Altar:
One Man's Life in the Catholic Priesthood which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

William McCoy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own personal
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Other Side of the Altar: One
Man's Life in the Catholic Priesthood.
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