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From former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins comes a twelfth collection of poetry offering nearly fifty
new poems that showcase the generosity, wit, and imaginative play that prompted The Wall Street
Journal to call him “America’s favorite poet.”
 
The Rain in Portugal—a title that admits he’s not much of a rhymer—sheds Collins’s ironic light on such
subjects as travel and art, cats and dogs, loneliness and love, beauty and death. His tones range from the
whimsical—“the dogs of Minneapolis . . . / have no idea they’re in Minneapolis”—to the elegiac in a
reaction to the death of Seamus Heaney. A student of the everyday, here Collins contemplates a weather
vane, a still life painting, the calendar, and a child lost at a beach. His imaginative fabrications have
Shakespeare flying comfortably in first class and Keith Richards supporting the globe on his head. By turns
entertaining, engaging, and enlightening, The Rain in Portugal amounts to another chorus of poems from one
of the most respected and familiar voices in the world of American poetry.
 
On Rhyme
 
It’s possible that a stitch in time
might save as many as twelve or as few as three,
and I have no trouble remembering
that September has thirty days.
So do June, November, and April.
 
I like a cat wearing a chapeau or a trilby,
Little Jack Horner sitting on a sofa,
old men who are not from Nantucket,
and how life can seem almost unreal
when you are gently rowing a boat down a stream.
 
That’s why instead of recalling today
that it mostly pours in Spain,
I am going to picture the rain in Portugal,
how it falls on the hillside vineyards,
on the surface of the deep harbors
 
where fishing boats are swaying,
and in the narrow alleys of the cities
where three boys in tee shirts
are kicking a soccer ball in the rain,
ignoring the window-cries of their mothers.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Rain in Portugal: Poems is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Hector Hartung:

This The Rain in Portugal: Poems tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Rain in Portugal: Poems can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Rain in Portugal: Poems
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Melissa Parra:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Rain in Portugal: Poems can make you feel more
interested to read.

Eric Alaniz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Rain in
Portugal: Poems.
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