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The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs is a passionate yet analytical critique of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
scriptural fundamentalists. Schimmel examines the ways in which otherwise intelligent and bright Jews,
Christians, and Muslims defend their belief in the divine authorship of the Bible or of the Koran, and other
religious beliefs derived from those claims, against overwhelming evidence and argument to the contrary
from science, scholarship, common sense, and rational analysis. He also examines the motives, fears, and
anxieties of scriptural fundamentalists that induce them to cling so tenaciously to their unreasonable beliefs.

Schimmel begins with reflections on his own journey from commitment to Orthodox Judaism, through
doubts about its theological dogmas and doctrines, to eventual denial of their truth. He follows this with an
examination of theological and philosophical debates about the proper relationships between faith, reason,
and revelation. Schimmel then devotes separate chapters to Jewish, Christian, and Muslim scriptural
fundamentalism, noting their similarities and differences. He analyzes in depth the psychological and social
reasons why people acquire, maintain, and protect unreasonable religious beliefs, and how they do so.
Schimmel also discusses unethical and immoral consequences of scriptural fundamentalism, such as gender
inequality, homophobia, lack of intellectual honesty, self-righteousness, intolerance, propagation of
falsehood, and in some instances, the advocacy of violence and terrorism. He concludes with a discussion of
why, when, and where it is appropriate to critique, challenge, and combat scriptural fundamentalists. The
Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs is thoughtful and provocative, written to encourage self-reflection and self-
criticism, and to stimulate and to enlighten all who are interested in the psychology of religion and in
religious fundamentalism.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Robinson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs: Fundamentalism and the Fear of
Truth book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer involving The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs: Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Tenacity of Unreasonable
Beliefs: Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Suk Barry:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs:
Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sharon Edwards:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The
Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs: Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Jose Rivera:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs: Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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