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We live in a material world—our homes are filled with things, from electronics to curios and hand-me-
downs, that disclose as much about us and our aspirations as they do about current trends. But we are not the
first: the early modern period was a time of expanding consumption, when objects began to play an
important role in defining gender as well as social status. Gusto for Things reconstructs the material lives of
seventeenth-century Romans, exploring new ways of thinking about the meaning of things as a historical
phenomenon.

 

Through creative use of account books, inventories, wills, and other records, Renata Ago examines early
modern attitudes toward possessions, asking what people did with their things, why they wrote about them,
and how they passed objects on to their heirs. While some inhabitants of Rome were connoisseurs of the
paintings, books, and curiosities that made the city famous, Ago shows that men and women of lesser means
also filled their homes with a more modest array of goods. She also discovers the genealogies of certain
categories of things—for instance, books went from being classed as luxury goods to a category all their
own—and considers what that reveals about the early modern era. An animated investigation into the
relationship between people and the things they buy, Gusto for Things paints an illuminating portrait of the
meaning of objects in preindustrial Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Gusto for Things: A
History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nancy Jackson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in
Seventeenth-Century Rome will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Gwendolyn Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-
Century Rome why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ok Lord:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in
Seventeenth-Century Rome to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-
Century Rome can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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