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If your mentally ill patient dies, are you to blame? For Dr. Françoise Davoine, a Parisian psychoanalyst, this
question becomes disturbingly real as one of her patients commits suicide on the eve of All Saints' Day. She
herself has a crisis, as she reflects on her thirty-year career and questions whether she should ever return to
the hospital. But return she does, and thus commences a strange voyage across several centuries and
countries, in which patients, fools, and the actors of medieval farces rise up from the past along with great
thinkers who represent the author's own philosophical and literary sources: the humanist Erasmus,
mathematician René Thom, writer Antonin Artaud, philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, and physicist Edwin
Schrödinger, to name a few. Imaginary dialogues ensue as the analyst conjures up an interconnected world,
where apiculture, wondrous rituals, theater, and language games illuminate her therapeutic practice as well as
her personal history. Deeply affected by her voyage of discovery, the author becomes capable of
implementing the teachings of psychotherapist Gaetano Benedetti, a mentor she visits at carnival time on a
final fictional stopover in Switzerland. His advice, that the analyst become the equal of her patients and
immerse herself in their madness so as to open up a space for treatment, is premised on the belief that
individual illness is a reflection and result of severe historical trauma. Mother Folly, which ends on a positive
note, is an important intervention in the debate about how to treat the mentally ill, particularly those with
psychosis. A practicing analyst and a skilled reader of literary and philosophical texts, Davoine provides a
humane antidote to our increasingly mechanized and drug-reliant system of dealing with "fools and
madmen."
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From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present). Try to make book
Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present) as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lisa Potter:

Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Mother
Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Thomas Manna:

This Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present) is great book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present) in your hand like having the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Jean Fair:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Mother Folly: A Tale (Cultural Memory in the Present). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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