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In the antebellum South, plantation physicians used a new medical device—the spirometer—to show that
lung volume and therefore vital capacity were supposedly less in black slaves than in white citizens. At the
end of the Civil War, a large study of racial difference employing the spirometer appeared to confirm the
finding, which was then applied to argue that slaves were unfit for freedom. What is astonishing is that this
example of racial thinking is anything but a historical relic.

In Breathing Race into the Machine, science studies scholar Lundy Braun traces the little-known history of
the spirometer to reveal the social and scientific processes by which medical instruments have worked to
naturalize racial and ethnic differences, from Victorian Britain to today. Routinely a factor in clinical
diagnoses, preemployment physicals, and disability estimates, spirometers are often “race corrected,”
typically reducing normal values for African Americans by 15 percent.

An unsettling account of the pernicious effects of racial thinking that divides people along genetic lines,
Breathing Race into the Machine helps us understand how race enters into science and shapes medical
research and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

Here thing why that Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from
Plantation to Genetics are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from
Plantation to Genetics. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer
from Plantation to Genetics in e-book can be your substitute.

Flora Godfrey:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Breathing
Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Karl Henderson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career
of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Theresa Kuykendall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of
the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation
to Genetics has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator



Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading that.
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