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Augustine, bishop of Hippo between 395 and 430, and his fellow bishops lived and worked through massive
shifts in politics, society, and religion. Christian bishops were frequently asked to serve as intellectuals,
legislators, judges, and pastors—roles and responsibilities that often conflicted with one another and made it
difficult for bishops to be effective leaders. Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine examines these
roles and the ways bishops struggled to fulfill (or failed to fulfill) them, as well as the philosophical
conclusions they drew from their experience in everyday affairs, such as oath-swearing, and in the
administration of penance.

Augustine and his near contemporaries were no more or less successful at handling the administration of
justice than other late antique or early medieval officials. When bishops served in judicial capacities, they
experienced firsthand the complex inner workings of legal procedures and social conflicts, as well as the
fallibility of human communities. Bishops represented divine justice while simultaneously engaging in and
even presiding over the sorts of activities that animated society—business deals, litigations, gossip, and
violence—but also made justice hard to come by.

Kevin Uhalde argues that serving as judges, even informally, compelled bishops to question whether anyone
could be guaranteed justice on earth, even from the leaders of the Christian church. As a result, their ideals of
divine justice fundamentally changed in order to accommodate the unpleasant reality of worldly justice and
its failings. This philosophical shift resonated in Christian thought and life for centuries afterward and
directly affected religious life, from the performance of penance to the way people conceived of the Final
Judgment.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Expectations of Justice in the Age of
Augustine book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Carmine Adams:

The particular book Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Chad Wright:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Expectations of Justice in the Age of Augustine when you desired it?
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