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On April 25, 1999, ten thousand Falun Gong practitioners gathered outside Zhongnanhai, the guarded
compound where China's highest leaders live and work, in a day-long peaceful protest of police brutality
against fellow practitioners in the neighboring city of Tianjin. Stunned and surprised, China's leaders
launched a campaign of brutal suppression against the group which continues to this day. This book, written
by a leading scholar of the history of this Chinese popular religion, is the first to offer a full explanation of
what Falun Gong is and where it came from, placing the group in the broader context of the modern history
of Chinese religion as well as the particular context of post-Mao China.

Falun Gong began as a form of qigong, a general name describing physical and mental disciplines based
loosely on traditional Chinese medical and spiritual practices. Qigong was "invented" in the 1950s by
members of the Chinese medical establishment who were worried that China's traditional healing arts would
be lost as China modeled its new socialist health care system on Western biomedicine. In the late 1970s,
Chinese scientists "discovered" that qi possessed genuine scientific qualities, which allowed qigong to
become part of China's drive for modernization. With the support of China's leadership, qigong became
hugely popular in the 1980s and 1990s, as charismatic qigong> masters attracted millions of enthusiastic
practitioners in what was known as the qigong boom, the first genuine mass movement in the history of the
People's Republic.

Falun Gong founder Li Hongzhi started his own school of qigong in 1992, claiming that the larger movement
had become corrupted by money and magic tricks. Li was welcomed into the qigong world and quickly built
a nationwide following of several million practitioners, but ran afoul of China's authorities and relocated to
the United States in 1995. In his absence, followers in China began to organize peaceful protests of perceived
media slights of Falun Gong, which increased from the mid-'90s onward as China's leaders began to realize
that they had created, in the qigong boom, a mass movement with religious and nationalistic undertones, a
potential threat to their legitimacy and control.

Based on fieldwork among Chinese Falun Gong practitioners in North America and on close examinations of
Li Hongzhi's writings, this volume offers an inside look at the movement's history in Chinese popular
religion.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Harris:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Falun Gong and the Future of China
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Gabriel Reyes:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Falun Gong and the Future of China why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Lori Whitten:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Falun Gong and the Future of China can give you a lot of
friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Falun Gong and the Future of China.

Jason Bradley:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Falun Gong and the Future of China we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Falun Gong and the Future of China. You can more desirable
than now.
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