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Winston Churchill records… “A vast output of materials and money was lost… and many thousands of men
risked their lives in Minesweeping alone.”

Operation Sweep was born in 1939. Hundreds of officers and men of the Royal Naval Reserve were called to
man requisitioned fishing trawlers. This became Known as The Mickey Mouse Flotilla.

British and enemy scientists found themselves in a duel of wits to blow up ships, putting these trawler-men
through a long hard slog. There were more than 1,000 minesweepers in action and they were charged with
clearing the seas in appalling weather, while under bitter attack from torpedo, bombing and strafing.

Hitler introduced his first secret modern mine – the Magnetic. It caused great havoc and very nearly brought
our merchant shipping to a standstill. Then his team invented the Acoustic mine, which in turn was followed
by the Delayed Action mine. And remember that in defusing them, our men were working in the North Sea,
where fishing trawlers could roll 45° to left and right for many long, uncomfortable, wet hours.

“Three Japanese Kamikaze suicide planes flew fast and low from Phuket Island, making for the Sussex. The
cruiser shot down one, the Ameer another, but the last suddenly veered sharply over minesweeper Plucky and
crashed down on to Vestal.” Lieutenant Willby, on Pincher astern of Vestal, saw the expression of its pilot!

“The fanatical expression on his face is something I have never forgotten. Nor the degree of our helplessness,
with all our sweeps out, in the face of such an attack. On the Vestal, sub Lieutenant D’Arcy said:

“Through the portal I saw the plane coming in very low, apparently to machinegun us. I ducked down. There
was a lot of noise a lurch and a thud. I went on deck, to the shock of my life the whole of the centre of the
ship was a blazing, gaping crater.”

In researching these different aspects of naval warfare with the men who were in the midst of it all, Paul
Lund and Harry Ludlam capture the reality of living through these amazingly difficult times and conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the I Was There: Out with the Minesweepers is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marcus Laws:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually I Was There: Out with the Minesweepers.

Andrea Behnke:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be I Was There: Out with the Minesweepers why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

David Yoon:

Beside this kind of I Was There: Out with the Minesweepers in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have I Was There: Out with the Minesweepers because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from
currently!
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