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As President Bush is preparing to invade Iraq, Wall Street Journal correspondent Asra Nomani embarks on a
dangerous journey from Middle America to the Middle East to join more than two million fellow Muslims
on the hajj, the pilgrimage to Mecca required of all Muslims once in their lifetime. Mecca is Islam's most
sacred city and strictly off limits to non-Muslims. On a journey perilous enough for any American reporter,
Nomani is determined to take along her infant son, Shibli -- living proof that she, an unmarried Muslim
woman, is guilty of zina, or "illegal sex." If she is found out, the puritanical Islamic law of the Wahabbis in
Saudi Arabia may mete out terrifying punishment. But Nomani discovers she is not alone. She is following
in the four-thousand-year-old footsteps of another single mother, Hajar (known in the West as Hagar), the
original pilgrim to Mecca and mother of the Islamic nation.

Each day of her hajj evokes for Nomani the history of a different Muslim matriarch: Eve, from whom she
learns about sin and redemption; Hajar, the single mother abandoned in the desert who teaches her about
courage; Khadijah, the first benefactor of Islam and trailblazer for a Muslim woman's right to self-
determination; and Aisha, the favorite wife of the Prophet Muhammad and Islam's first female theologian.
Inspired by these heroic Muslim women, Nomani returns to America to confront the sexism and intolerance
in her local mosque and to fight for the rights of modern Muslim women who are tired of standing alone
against the repressive rules and regulations imposed by reactionary fundamentalists.

Nomani shows how many of the freedoms enjoyed centuries ago have been erased by the conservative brand
of Islam practiced today, giving the West a false image of Muslim women as veiled and isolated from the
world. Standing Alone in Mecca is a personal narrative, relating the modern-day lives of the author and other
Muslim women to the lives of those who came before, bringing the changing face of women in Islam into
focus through the unique lens of the hajj. Interweaving reportage, political analysis, cultural history, and
spiritual travelogue, this is a modern woman's jihad, offering for Westerners a never-before-seen look inside
the heart of Islam and the emerging role of Muslim women.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Mata:

Here thing why this Standing Alone (Plus) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Standing Alone (Plus) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Standing Alone (Plus). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Standing Alone
(Plus) in e-book can be your choice.

Myrtle Galloway:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Standing
Alone (Plus) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Standing Alone (Plus)is the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Brian Rocha:

The book untitled Standing Alone (Plus) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Willie Batres:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Standing Alone (Plus) was colourful and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Standing Alone (Plus) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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